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As of April 28, 2025, Nicolas ZWEIBAUM joins HEXANA as Deputy Chief Technical Officer. He will 
support Paul GAUTHÉ, Chief Technical Officer and co-Founder, in the technical and industrial 
development of HEXANA's energy solution. Nicolas' arrival marks a turning point in the growth of 

the company, which now has over 60 employees. 

An engineering graduate of École Polytechnique (X 2007) and a PhD in nuclear engineering from UC Berkeley, 

Nicolas Zweibaum has over ten years' experience in the development of advanced energy technologies. He 

joined the US-based new nuclear start-up Kairos Power at its inception in 2017, as its first employee. There, 
he helped set up the experimental infrastructure and led the design of key systems: primary and secondary 

circuits, passive cooling systems, fuel handling and cooling, and energy conversion. 

He was involved in obtaining several construction permits for nuclear demonstrators in the USA, and in 

conducting industrial-scale test campaigns on non-nuclear prototypes. His background gives him in-depth 

knowledge of qualification and industrialization processes, as well as relations with safety authorities. 

He also worked in the solar sector for two years at SunPower, optimizing the performance and reliability of 

new-generation photovoltaic panels.  

“Nicolas' arrival is a tremendous boost for HEXANA: his skills add to those of the existing team to design a reactor that is 

manufacturable, operable, safe and competitive. Nicolas will oversee industrialization and future industrial set-ups to enhance 

the project's long-term viability. His start-up experience across the Atlantic is also invaluable and inspiring for an ambitious 

young start-up like HEXANA.” 

— Paul GAUTHÉ, CTO and co-Founder of HEXANA  

 

About HEXANA 

HEXANA, a start-up spun-off from the French Atomic Energy and Alternative Energies Commission (CEA), is developing an innovative energy platform 
that combines sodium-cooled fast neutron reactors (SFR) with a thermal storage system. SFR is a proven technology with more than 400 years of 

cumulative experience over the world, of which 140 years in Europe (from construction to decommissioning). HEXANA ’solution delivers decarbonized, 
flexible, competitive, and sovereign energy tailored to industrial needs. Positioned as a credible alternative to fossil fuels, HEXANA leverages the legacy 
of the Phénix, Superphénix, and ASTRID projects, integrating unique expertise and decades of experience (more than 70 years of R&D and operation) 
to transform nuclear energy into a pivotal asset for the energy and climate transition. Awarded with a France 2030 grant, HEXANA operates from 
offices in Aix-en-Provence, Paris, and Brussels. The company is a member of GIFEN, the European SMR Industrial Alliance, NuclearEurope, the 
Capénergies and Nuclear Valley clusters, France Deeptech, Forces Françaises de l’Industrie, La French Tech Aix-Marseille, COGEN, SNETP and Provence 

Fabrique des Possibles. For more information, visit www.hexana.com  
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